
 

Lympstone Primary School Reading Spine 

Based on Doug Lemov’s Five Plagues of Reading 

 

 Archaic Language Non-Linear time 
sequences 

Narrative 
Complexity 

Complex plot/Symbolic 
Text 

Resistant Texts 

Year 2 The Tales of Peter 
Rabbit – Beatrix Potter 
(1901) 

Voices in the park – 
Anthony Brown (1998) 

And the Dish Ran 
Away with the Spoon – 
Janet Stevens (2001) 

Wanted: The Perfect Pet – 
Fiona Roberetson (2009) 

Lost and Found – 
Oliver Jeffers (2005) 

 Cat in the hat – Dr 
Seuss (1957) 

The Trouble with Trolls 
– Jan Brett (1992) 

The Very Smart Pea 
and the Princess to Be 
– Mini Grey (2003) 

Owl Babbies - Martin 
Wadell (1992) 

The colour monster - 
Anna Llenas (2012) 

 Aesop’s Fables (e.g. 
The Hare and the 
Tortoise, The Boy Who 
Cries Wolf, The 
Monkey as King etc.) 

Grandpa (John 
Burningham) - 2003 

Fantastic Mr Fox – 
Roald Dahl (1970) 

The Heart and the bottle  - 
Oliver Jeffers (2010) 

Not Now Bernard – 
David McKee (1980) 

 Where the wild things 
are - Maurice Sendak 
(1963) 

The Stinky Cheese 
Man and Other Fairly 
Stupid Tales – Jon 
Scieszka (1993) 

The Day the Crayons 
Quit – Drew Daywalt 
(2013) 

Scissors (poem)– Allen 
Ahlberg (1983) 

Ning Nang Nong 
(poem) – Spike 
Milligan (1959) 

 Make way for little 
ducklings  - Robert 
McCloskey (1941) 

Black and White – 
David Macaulay (1990) 

The Wolf Story: What 
Really Happened to 
Little Red Riding Hood 
– Toby Forward (2005) 

Slug needs a hug – 
Jeanne Willis (2015) 

The Red Tree – Shaun 
Tan (2001) 

 The Night Before 
Christmas (poem) – 
Clement Clarke Moore 
(1823) 

 The True Story of the 
Three Little Pigs – Jon 
Scieszka (1989) 

Dinosaurs and all that 
rubbish  - Michael 
Foreman (1993) 

Wolves – Emily 
Gravett (2005) 

 

 

 

 

 



 Archaic Language Non-Linear time 
sequences 

Narrative 
Complexity 

Complex plot/Symbolic 
Text 

Resistant Texts 

Year 3 The Velveteen Rabbit - 
Margery Williams 
(1922) 

Butterfly Lion – Michael 
Morpurgo (1996) 

Max and the Millions – 
Ross Montgomery 
(2018) 

Revolting Rhymes (poems) 
– Roald Dahl (1982) 

The Mysteries of Harris 
Burdick - Chris Van 
Allsburg (1984) 

 A Bear Called 
Paddington – Michael 
Bond (1958) 

Walk two Moons – 
Sharon Creech (1994) 

Toys go out – Emily 
Jenkins (2006) 

The Molehouse Cat - 
Antonia Barber (1990) 

Topsy Turvy World 
poem - William Brightly 
Rands (1871) 

 Charlotte’s Web 
E.B.White (1952) 

The Legend of Captain 
Crow’s Teeth – Eoin 
Colfer (2005) 

The World According to 
Humphrey - Betty G. 
Bimey (2004) 

Hansel and Gretel – 
Anthony Browne (2008) 

The Diamond and the 
Boy – Hannah Holt 
(2018) 

 Peter Pan - J.M. Barrie 
(1911) 

 The Case of the Lost 
Boy – Dori Hillestad 
Butler (2010) 

Catch a Little Rhyme 
(poem) - - Eve Merriam 
(1999) 

Cloudland – John 
Burningham (1999) 

 Winnie the Pooh – A.A. 
Milne (1926) 

  The Paperbag Prince – 
Colin Thompson (2014) 

 

 The Emperor’s New 
Clothes – Hans 
Christian Anderson 
(1837) 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Archaic Language Non-Linear time 
sequences 

Narrative 
Complexity 

Complex plot/Symbolic 
Text 

Resistant Texts 

Year 4 The Railway Children – 
Edith Nesbitt (1905) 

Farm Boy – Michael 
Morpurgo (1997) 

The Five Realms: The 
Legend of Podkin One-
Ear  
Keiran Larwood (2016) 

Revolting Rhymes (poems) 
– Roald Dahl (1982) 

Cloud Busting - 
Malorie Blackman 
(2004) 

 Heidi - Johanna Spyri 
(1880) 

The Firework Maker’s 
Daughter - Phillip 
Pullman (1995) 

Woof – Allen Ahlberg 
(1987) 

The Iron Man - Ted 
Hughes (1968) 

Something Told the 
Wild Geese (poem) -  
Rachel Field (1920) 

 How the Camel got his 
Hump – Rudyard 
Kipling (1902) 

Fortunately the Milk – 
Neil Gaiman (2013) 

Nim’s Island – Wendy 
Orr (1999) 

Dream Variations (poem) - 
Langston Hughes (1926) 

The Lost Thing (- 
Shaun Tan (2010) 

 The Lion, the Witch 
and the Wardrobe - 
C.S. Lewis (1950) 

The Midnight Fox - 
Betsy Byars (1968) 

 The White Fox – Jackie 
Morris (2016) 

Journey (trilogy)– 
Aaron Becker (2014) 

 Alice’s Adventures in 
Wonderland – 
C.S.Lewis (1865) 

    

 Topsy Turvy World 
poem - William Brightly 
Rands (1871) 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Archaic Language Non-Linear time 
sequences 

Narrative 
Complexity 

Complex plot/Symbolic 
Text 

Resistant Texts 

Year 5 Tom’s Midnight 
Garden - Philippa 
Pearce (1958) 

A Christmas Carol -
Charles Dickens 
(1843)  

Clockwork  - Philip 
Pullman (1996) 

The Lost Thing - Shaun 
Tan (2000)  

The Arrival - Shaun 
Tan (2010) 

 The Secret Garden 
Frances Hodgson 
Burnett 

Around the World in 80 
Days - Jules Verne 
(1872) 

Sky Song - Abi 
Elphinstone (2018) 

Harry Potter  - J.K. 
Rowling (1997) 

The Pobble Who Had 
No Toes (poem) -  
Edward Lear (1850) 

 The Jungle Book -
Rudyard Kipling (1894) 

Time Travelling with a 
Hamster - Ross 
Welford (2015) 

A Tale Dark and 
Grimm - Adam Gidwitz 
(2010) 

The Lady of Shalott 
(poem) - Alfred, Lord 
Tennyson (1832) 

Sky in the Pie (poem) -
Roger McGough 
(1983) 

 Robinson Crusoe - 
Daniel Defoe (1719) 

The Light Jar - Lisa 
Thompson (2018) 

A Series of Unfortunate 
Events - Lemony 
Snicket (1999) 

Northern Lights - Philip 
Pullman (1995) 

Wolf brother – Michelle 
Paver (2001) 
 

 Wind in the Willows -
Kenneth Grahame 
(1908) 

The Clockwork 
Sparrow - Katherine 
Woodfine (2015) 

Watership Down - 
Richard Adams (1972) 

When You Reach Me -
Rebecca Stead (2009) 

The Wolves of 
Willoughby Chase – 
Joan Aiken (2012) 

 The Eagle (poem) -
Alfred, Lord Tennyson 
(1851) 

The Infinite Lives of 
Maisie Day - 
Christopher Edge 
(2018) 

How to Fly With Broken 
Wings - Jane Elson 
(2015) 

Who Let the Gods Out? -
Maz Evans (2017) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Archaic Language Non-Linear time 
sequences 

Narrative 
Complexity 

Complex plot/Symbolic 
Text 

Resistant Texts 

Year 6 The Hobbit - J. R. R. 
Tolkien (1937) 

An Eagle in the Snow -
Michael Morpurgo 
(2015) 

Cogheart - Peter Bunzl 
(2016) 

Skellig - David Almond 
(1998) 

The Lie Tree  - 
Frances Hardinge 
(2015) 

 A Christmas Carol -
Charles Dickens 
(1843) 

The Eye of the North -
Sinead O’Hart (2017) 

Where the Mountain 
Meets the Moon - 
Grace Lin (2009) 

Daffodils (poem) - William 
Wordsworth (1807) 

Jabberwocky (poem) -
Lewis Carroll (1871) 

 The Highwayman -
Alfred Noyes (1906) 

A Long Walk to the 
Water - Linda Sue Park 
(2010) 

Wonder - R.J. Palacio 
(2012) 

In Flanders Fields (poem) - 
John McCrae (1915) 

Fireweed - 
Jill Paton Walsh (2013) 

 Oliver Twist - Charles 
Dickens (1838) 

Holes - Louis Sachar 
(1998) 

Not the End of the 
World Kate - Atkinson 
(2002) 

The Giver - Lois Lowry 
(1993) 

River Boy - Tim Bowler 
(2019) 

 Treasure Island - 
Robert Louis 
Stevenson (1882) 

1000 Year Old Boy -
Ross Welford (2018) 

War Horse - Michael 
Morpurgo (1982) 

A Monster Calls - Patrick 
Ness (2011) 

Street child – Berlie 
Doherty (2009) 
 

 The Tyger (poem) -
William Blake (1794) 

Below Zero - Dan 
Smith (2018) 

The Mixed Up Files of 
Mrs Basil - E. 
Frankweiler  
E.L. Konigsburg (1967) 

The Girl of Ink and Stars -
Kiran Millwood Hargrave 
(2016) 

 

 

 

 

 


